[Pharmacology of atriopeptin in the adult rat: power spectra of the fluctuations in heart rate].
The persistence of the cardiac beat-to-beat control is studied in the anesthetized and the pithed adult rat by means of spectral analysis. The data show that atriopeptin affects the amplitude of the heart rate low frequency fluctuations, significantly increasing the spectral patterns both in the anesthetized and the pithed rat. The atriopeptin enhancement of the low frequency range in heart rate fluctuations provides further insight into the hypothesis that beat to beat variability in hemodynamic parameters reflects a compensatory response in the short term cardiovascular control.